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I Total from 1950 to 2015:
S horel I ne 82M tonnes macroplastic
Dry lands  40M tonnes microplastic

31M

Two-thirds of buoyant macroplastic released
into the marine environment since 1950
is stored closs to the oceans’ shorelines.

A large part of the ‘missing plastic’ problem
is explained by plastic accumulation,
burial and resurfacing along shorelines.

16M

1950s 1960s 1970s  1980s  1990s 2000s 2010-15

Accumulated plastic by age (tonnes)
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Total from 1950 to 2015:
CoaSta 150,000 tonnes macroplastic
Shallow waters (<200m) 80,000 tonnes microplastic

114k

Most macroplastic (79%) in the coastal
environment is less than 5 years old.

1950s 1960s 1970s  1980s 1990s 2000s 2010-15
Accumulated plastic by age (tonnes)
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