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PARIS AGREEMENT - STATUS OF RATIFICATION

113 Parties have ratified, of 197 Parties to the Convention

On 5 October 2016, the threshold for entry into force of the Paris
Agreement was achieved. The Paris Agreement entered into force ¢
4 November 2016. The first session of the Conference of the Parties §
serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA1
will take place in Marrakech in conjunction with COP 22 and CMP 1

Information on the Paris Agreement, including status of ratification
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Air quality in Europe — 2018 report

. W
European Environment Agency 7’)

Air pollution and climate change are intertwined. Several
air pollutants are also climate forcers, which have a
potential impact on climate and global warming in the
short term. Tropospheric O, and black carbon (BC), a
constituent of PM, are examples of air pollutants that
are short-lived climate forcers and that contribute
directly to global warming. Other PM components, such  *®
as organic carbon, ammonium (NH,"), sulphate (S0,*)
and nitrate (NO;’), have a cooling effect (IPCC, 2013). In
addition, changes in weather patterns due to climate
change may alter the transport, dispersion, deposition
and formation of air pollutants in the atmosphere.
Increasing temperature, for instance, will increase the
emissions of biogenic volatile organic compounds
(VOCs), which are O, precursors, and emissions from
wildfires and dust events. In addition to its warming
effect, O, impairs vegetation growth, as indicated above,
by reducing vegetation's uptake of carbon dioxide

(CO,). Climate change alters environmental conditions
(e.g. temperature, pH) that modify the bio-availability of
pollutants (e.g. metals and POPs), the exposure, uptake
and sensitivity of species to pollutants (Noyes et al., 2009;
Staudt et al., 2013). Consequently, climate change may
magnify the adverse environmental effects of pollutants,
including O, toxic metals and persistent organic
pollutants (POPs) (Hansen and Hoffman, 2011; Staudt et
al,, 2013).

Air quality and climate change should be tackled jointly
using policies and measures that have been developed
through an integrated approach. These integrated
policies would avoid the negative impact of climate
policies on air quality, or vice versa, which has already
been evidenced. Examples are the negative impacts

on air quality arising from the subsidising of diesel cars
(which have lower CO, but higher PM and NO, emissions)
and from the increased use of biomass combustion
without adequate emission controls.

=X : EEA(2018)
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